ABOUT THIS CONSULTATION

This consultation document and consultation process have been planned to
adhere to the Code of Practice on Consultation issued by the Government
and is in line with the seven consultation criteria, which are:

1. Formal consultation should take place at a stage when there is scope to
influence the policy outcome;

2. Consultations should normally last for at least 12 weeks with consideration
given to longer timescales where feasible and sensible;

3. Consultation documents should be clear about the consultation process,
what is being proposed, the scope to influence and the expected costs and
benefits of the proposals;

4. Consultation exercises should be designed to be accessible to, and clearly
targeted at, those people the exercise is intended to reach;

5. Keeping the burden of consultation to a minimum is essential if
consultations are to be effective and if consultees’ buy-in to the process is to
be obtained;

6. Consultation responses should be analysed carefully and clear feedback
should be provided to participants following the consultation;

7. Officials running consultations should seek guidance in how to run an
effective consultation exercise and share what they have learned from the
experience.

Representative groups are asked to give a summary of the people and
organisations they represent, and where relevant who else they have
consulted in reaching their conclusions when they respond.

Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal
information, may be published or disclosed in accordance with the access to
information regimes (these are primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000
(FOIA), the Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA) and the Environmental
Information Regulations 2004).

If you want the information that you provide to be treated as confidential,
please be aware that, under the FOIA, there is a statutory Code of Practice
with which public authorities must comply and which deals, amongst other
things, with obligations of confidence. In view of this it would be helpful if you
could explain to us why you regard the information you have provided as
confidential. If we receive a request for disclosure of the information we will
take full account of your explanation, but we cannot give an assurance that
confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances. An automatic



confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be
regarded as binding on the department.

The Department for Communities and Local Government will process your
personal data in accordance with DPA and in the majority of circumstances
this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to third parties.
Individual responses will not be acknowledged unless specifically requested.

Your opinions are valuable to us. Thank you for taking the time to read this
document and respond.

Are you satisfied that this consultation has followed these criteria? If not or
you have any other observations about how we can improve the process
please contact DCLG Consultation Co-ordinator

Zone 6/H10

Eland House

London SW1E 5DU

or by e-mail to: consultationcoordinator@communities.gsi.gov.uk



